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to take the field against him. For his friends, the self-same efful-
gence is a source of solace, a means for the achievement of
everlasting happiness. Oh Akbar Padshah, you are the master
of mankind, the lord of the world, a supreme being outside the
laws of cause and effect. We salute you. May you reign over us
till eternity. Mansoor is not a puerile flatterer; he only tells the
truth, and awakens the world through his verses to the realities
of life and death.
The victory atSarnal could be attributed partly to the valour of
Raja Bhagwan Das. Akbar was pleased with his performance
against heavy odds, especially the manner in which he lanced his
adversaries in close fighting. The Emperor honoured him by the
grant of a banner and kettle-drums, never before bestowed on a non-
Muslim. Raja Man Singh also came in for royal appreciation and
was given robes of honour of the highest distinction. Raja Todar
Mai was also rewarded suitably for his bravery. The death in
action of Bhupat Rai, son of Raja Bihari Mai, grieved Akbar. He
had fought gallantly; when his lance was splintered, he leapt
from his horse to engage the enemy with his dagger. He was,
however, soon overpowered and killed. Similarly, Bhoj Rai, son
of Raja Surjan Rai, lost his life in a spectacular duel with an ad-
versary.
The investment of Surat was now undertaken. The fort surren-
dered, after a resistance of one month and seventeen days, on 26
February 1573. According to Abul Fazl, it was during this siege
that Akbar came in contact with Portuguese missionaries from
Ooa, and showed a keen interest in their religion and culture. He
treated them as "friends and guests," gave them a gracious
reception, exchanged with them the usual gifts, held discussions
with them on general European affairs, and finally gave them the
permission to leave, saying: "We have benefited from your stay
amidst us. It shall give us pleasure to welcome you at Sikri, Ade-
quate arrangements for your stay there will be made. Please
assure your Governor* of our interest in cultivating friendly
relations with the people of Portugal."
Some historians are of theview that the Portuguese actually came
*The name of the Portuguese Viceroy of Goa at the time was Don.
Antonio de Noronha.